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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0424 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAIR I AT A VN LA CB 

SUBJECT: HAMMARSKJOLD SAYS VIETNAMESE WILLING LOWER OVERFLIGHT FEES 

1 . AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN MET IATA DIRECTOR GENERAL 
HAMMARSKJOLD BRIEFLY MARCH 2 AS LATTER WAS LEAVING 
VIENTIANE FOR BANGKOK. HAMMARSKJOLD, WHO ARRIVED FROM 
HANOI MARCH 1, SAID VIETNAMESE TOLD HIM THEY WERE 
PREPARED TO LOWER OVERFLIGHT FEES. 

2. HAMMARSKJOLD ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT PROBLEM WAS NOW 
WITH LAO. APPARENTLY HE DID NOT SEE LAO CIVIL AVIA- 
TION OFFICIALS HIMSELF DURING OVERNIGHT, BUT IATA REPS 
CUNNINGHAM OR MCGOWAN (SPELLING?), FROM BANGKOK AND 
SINGAPORE RESPECTIVELY, TALKKED WITH THEM. LAO INDI 
CATED THEY WERE STILL INSISITING ON HIGH FEES WHICH 
THEY HAD RAISED EARLIER AFTER THEY LEARNED WHAT VIET- 
NAMESE WERE INITIALLY CHARGING. 

3. HAMMARSKJOLD TOLD BUSINESSMAN THAT IF LAO 
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CONTINUED TO BEHAVE THIS WAY, THEY WOULD CUT THEM- 
SELVES OUT OF OVERFLIGHT PROFITS SINCE AN ' ALTERNATE 
ROUTE" WAS AVAILABLE. HE DID NOT ELABORATE ON THIS. 

4. COMMENT: BASED ON HAMMARSKJOLD S LAST COMMENT, 

BUSINESSMAN SPECULATED, AS DO WE FROM LOOKING AT MAP, 

THAT THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOME DISCUSSIONS WITH 
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CAMBODIANS ABOUT OVERFLIGHTS FROM BANGKOK TO 
HONG KONG. 

CORCORAN 
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